
 

CLIMATE CHANGE CONVERSATION 
Notes by Rob Gardner 

Friday, October 11, 2019 
 
Participants: 
Genevieve Mathieu coordinator 
Kanami Yasuba MHC student from Japan 
Tzu An Lee (Anne) MHC student from Taiwan 
John Slater  
Rob Gardner 
Jordan Dewever Med Hat High School Earth Club 
Caleb Conquergood Med Hat High School Earth Club 
 
Climate Conversations has been going on for 5 weeks now. Genevieve was asked to 
send past Minutes to new participants to get them up to speed. As some point, we can 
develop a Mission Statement and goals so people realize what the group is about. 
Informally, it seems to be a place where people who support environmentally friendly 
action can meet, socialize and seek support for further actions. 
 
It is not clear if the group has decided if it will have projects of its own, or if it will support 
and promote activities of other groups. Perhaps is will mainly do advocacy rather than 
direct action. 
 
In the mean time, it would be valuable to have a person who is able to set up and 
maintain social media sites for both this group and related groups. Websites were seen 
as preferable to Facebook, as the content can be controlled  better.  Resilient.SEA has 
posted about Climate Conversations on their Facebook page. 
 
Current activities 
Genevieve 

- active in starting Resilient.SEA (South Eastern Alberta) “a group of passionate 
people working to promote sustainability in energy, ecology, economy and social equity. 
We want to empower individuals to embrace permaculture principles in our community.” 
This group presents a video about sustainability at Cafe Verve on the last Wednesday 
of each month at 7 pm. It also has a Facebook page and would like to establish a 
website. 

- starting a tool library 
- She asked why people believe what they do. This is particularly important 

during this federal election, when many candidates seem to be stating inaccurate 
information and making unrealistic promises. 
 
John 

- active in removal of invasive species in and around Medicine Hat, as a member 
of the Grasslands Naturalists 

 



 

- finds and repairs bicycles, and re-gifts 
them to local residents 
 
Rob 

- Straw Hat Collective - a gathering of 
people interested in natural and sustainability 
housing.  

- Is working toward a prototype straw bale 
building at his home. 

- Has built a wood-fired outdoor pizza oven 
- Mentioned a positive program called 

Drawdown which promotes existing technologies 
that reduce the concentration of greenhouse gasses. See the TED  talk at: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chad_frischmann_100_solutions_to_climate_change 
or more info at their website: https://www.drawdown.org/ 
Our library has a book with this info in print form, too. 
 
Jordan and Caleb 

- organized the Earth Club at MHHS to promote positive actions to reduce the 
impact of climate change 

- Friday For  the Future  - The Earth Club sponsored the recent demonstration at 
City Hall. This had 80 people taking part, and had some support from the school 
administration. (any photos available?) 

- Two other high schools (Crescent Heights & Mccoy) were inspired to create 
similar clubs of their own.  The MHHS club will invite reps  from the other schools to 
their executive meetings to ensure coordinated efforts. 

- creating a prototype of a living wall 
- have instagram and facebook accounts. 
- are doing a waste audit of their school and will use the waste materials to make 

a giant maple leaf to graphically show the volume of waste. 
- Future activities include: vegan barbecue on November 1, and another student 

strike on November 15 (might actually be the global strike on November 29). 
- Jordan has been appointed to the new provincial education advisory committee. 

(What is the proper name?) We will look forward to hearing what this involves. 
 
Council For Canadians 
Started by Maude Barlow 
Deals with water issues, especially the export of water, and Canadian sovereignty 
issues 
Goals resonate mainly with NDP supporters, but is non-partisan 
 
Green New Deal 
Promoted by Naomi Klein 
What is it? Who started it? Website?  (See body of email) 
 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chad_frischmann_100_solutions_to_climate_change
https://www.drawdown.org/


 

 
 
South East Alberta Watershed Alliance (SEAWA) 
Holding a workshop on November 1, 1 - 4 pm with informative speakers 
 
 
Climate Emergency 
The federal government declared a climate change emergency in June 2019. For 
additional comments on what this means, and to see the actual vote, go to this link: 
https://globalnews.ca/news/5403185/canada-climate-emergency-vote/ 
Watch the video clip to the veeeery end to see our MP Glen Motz vote against it. 
According to the Huffington Post, over 950 municipalities worldwide and over 400 
Canadian municipalities, have also made this statement.  
Link: 
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/climate-emergency-edmonton-declare_ca_5d67103
6e4b022fbceb5caff 
We should look into what impact this has, and decide if we should ask Medicine Hat’s 
council to take this step. 
 
Alberta Institute of Agrologists (South East Branch) 
Holding a tour of the TRAD Worm Industries operation on October 17. TRAD raises 
worms, and sells the resulting castings as fertilizer. They use waste vegetables as food 
for the worms. Jennifer Harrison at M H College seems to be the contact. 
 
Heith Moonie - was identified as a key contact who is in touch with many people. He is 
on the mailing list for climate conversations and is also the local contact person for 
Fridays for Future. 
 
School gardens were identified as a good educational resource. Jordan knows 
the principal of Herald School. He will see if they are interested in gardens. The key is to 
arrange for watering and weeding during the summer. (Elm Street School has 
considerable experience with student gardening.) 
 
JustServe - a new web-based resource that allows groups to register volunteer 
opportunities, and potential volunteers to register for service.  
https://www.justserve.org/ 
 
Next meeting: Friday, October 18, at 4 pm in Verve Cafe 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/5403185/canada-climate-emergency-vote/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/climate-emergency-edmonton-declare_ca_5d671036e4b022fbceb5caff
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/climate-emergency-edmonton-declare_ca_5d671036e4b022fbceb5caff
https://www.justserve.org/

